goal has been to find a plan that would achieve a success
comparable with that of the recommendations of the Berkner
panel.  We had the advantage of excellent advice and infor-
mation from scientists from many federal, university, and
private agencies involved in earthquake monitoring and re-
search.  As the discussions proceeded, a pattern emerged
that should allow the maintenance of individual initiative,
which has been a highlight of U.S. seismology during this
century, together with a more stable and cost-effective
national seismograph system.  Significantly, the success
of these proposals will make a major U.S. contribution to
the newly approved (by the International Union of Geodesy
and Geophysics, the International Union of Geological Sci-
ences, and the International Council of Scientific Unions)
international program entitled Dynamics and Evolution of
the Lithosphere:  The Framework for Earth Resource Systems
and Geological Hazards.

Our recommendations make use of the high technology
available in the United States and the abilities of many
government and private agencies to develop and sustain an
earthquake observation program that would meet the national
research and application needs.  We have dealt with some
exciting prospects such as linking of standardized digital
earthquake observatories in a nationwide array, the estab-
lishment of earthquake observatories on the ocean floor
around the continental margins, and the rapid analysis of
earthquakes using high-speed computers.  It is our hope
that the implementation of our recommendations will lead
to a major step forward in U.S. seismology.
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